Syrian. In plan this group is most inter-
esting. The dome-carrying octagon is set
within a square hall which is about sixty
feet wide and enclosed by walls about
forty feet high. Unlike the early mosques,
its external walls with chequer patterns
of red and white stone are undoubtedly
most exquisite. About 15 feet from the
street level a band of Quranic inscrip-
tions in Naskh runs across the whole
fagade, which is crowned by toothed battle-
"ments decorated with a geometrical fret-
work-pattern. The Gothic influence in the
fagade shows itself in the triple rows of
window openings. The openings at the
floor level are spanned by flat lintels and
are fixed between columns of the Roman
period on which rest high stilted arches
carrying the other two rows of windows.
The middle row of windows are small
with pointed arches filled with geometrical
tracery in beautiful designs. The top row
of windows are grouped in pairs with a
column in between. The windows of the
top row are round headed and have a
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